th 


n 


63 


To all the 


Which Men ordinarily make 


for their not coming to the 


| Holy Communion, 


2 which is added, 


of the Hely Commumion, the Obligation 


7 and the ehaviour of. our 12005 both, at, . 
- and ate 1 


Fitted for the theaneſt Capacities, and very. 


5 charitably inclined. 


3 By 2 Divine of the © 5 = 7 England. 


r 


e * Eighth Edition Corrected, 


DUBLIN: -- 
Printed by S. Powell, for F. Hyde, R. Gunn. 


Frice 2 4 or 20s A Hundred. 


Excusks and Fanranens | 


A brief Account of theEnd andDeſign | | 


Proper to be given away, by ſuch as are 


R. Owen, and E. Dobſon, Bookſellers 1724. 


* 


ANSWER 


to receive; it; the Way, to pre pate for it; | | 


8 


— 


or Benefit by this litle Book, lend it i 
ö thy Neighbour for his Good, 


To the Reader: 


1. won haſt received any Sari factin 
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\n Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Preten- 
ces which Men ordinarily make for their 
not coming to the Holy Communion, _ 


A Certain Man made a great Supper and bade 
many; and ſent his Servant at Supper- 
time, to ſay to them that were bidden, 


K Come, for all things are now ready, And 
Fbey all with one conſent began JO MAKE EX- 
"USE: Luk. 14. ver. 16. c. The defign of this Par- 


10F-aith of Chriſt, and refuſing to embrace the Goſ- 
el. The Apoſtles of Chriſt, who were the Ser- 
it Place, to Preach the glad tidings of the Goſpel 
o them; and to invite them to come, and partake 
Pf that Bleſſing and Happineſs, which was offered 

hem by God, through Faith in, and Obedience un- 
to his Son Chrilt 7eſus. But rhey, generally ha- 


ly themſelves reject, but alſo proſecuted others for 


treading under foot the Son of God, and counting 


the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith they ſhould Fi 


have been Sanified, an unholy thing; and even do- 
ng deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, which would 
FF . have 


* 


4 ble is to repreſent the manner of God's dealing with 
he People of the Jews, upon their rejecting the. 


ants of God, were ſent and commanded, in the 


ving their hearts, wholly in a manner add icted to 
the Love of this World, had no Inclination to receive 
lo pure and ſpiritual an Inſtitution z and did not on- 


embracing tbe Chriſtian Profeffion z deſpifing and 
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nother way; namely, to repreſent, and reprove 
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(4) 
have wrought upon their Hearts in order to the; 
Converſion. As. therefore the Man in this Parable, 
who made the Supper, was oftended with thoſe who 
did not come when they were invited; and therefore 
wholly excluded them from his Table; and ſent 
his Servant to call others in their room (as you 
may find it in the latter part of it:) So did Al. 
mighty God caſt off the People of the Jews, upor 

their obltinate rejeUing of N Chrilt, giving 

them up to be deftroyed and ſcattered by thi 
Power of the Romans; and commanded. theft 
Apoſtles to go out into all parts of the World, 
to gather a Church and a peculiar People, unto 
him from among the Gentiles. But my preſent 
Aim in Reflecting upon this Parable, lies clear x 


thoſe Excuſes and Pretences, which ſo many Men dq 
make for their groſs neglect of the Holy Commun 
on of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
that God, by the Mouth of his Miniſters, does iq 
frequently call, and earneſtly invite them there 
unto. And indeed this matter is in fo lively 
manner, repreſented in the whole defign of it 
that I think it is ſcarce poſſible to draw a mor 
%%% T 
For here, in the filt place, we have AlmighWMj 
ty God making a Supper for us: for the feeding 
and nouriſhing of our Souls, in Vertue and Piety 
through the Paſſion and Death, of our Saviout 
Chriſt %, which he has appointed for ever to 
be commemorared by our eating of this Bread] 
and drinking of this Cup in Remembrance of him 
To this Supper we are, not once only, but by 1 
EY os F 


(5) 
aden; by the frequent Admonitions and Ex- 
leWortations of God's Miniſters addreſſed unto us, 
nohat we ſhould come and be partakers of this 
oreWHoly Communion : Ard as the Gueſts who wete 
enWnvited in this Parable had framed ſome weak and 
/0u (won excuſes, for their not coming; One 
1 


Al bought a piece of Ground, 1 foe yoke of 
don Den; and a third had Maried a Wife; none of 
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hich things needed to have hindred them from 
Eccepting of the good Man's kindneſs: Juſt ſo we, 
vhen from Month to Month, and from Year to 
ear, we continually turn our backs upon God's 
Holy Table; have yet ſome ſort of pretences 
herewith we endeavour to ſatisfie our Con- 
Iciences, and to excuſe this groſs and ſcandalous 
eglect of which we are Guilty, = 85 
That our Saviour Chriſt Je Died for our Sins; 
that it is only for the ſake of his merits and Sufter- |} 
ings, that we can hope for Pardon and Eternal 
Life at the hand of God; That, before his Death, 
he left this command with all that ſhould be call'd 
by his Name, that they ſhould Eat this Bread, 
end Drinkof this Cup in remembrance of him; where- 
Aby we are oblig'd to ſhew forth his death until 
his ſecond coming: And laſtly, that this Ordinance 
W's the Cmmu nion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt; 
or, in other terms, the means whereby we do Com- 
municate in the Benefits of that Sacrifice, which 
Chriſt offered, and in the merits of that Death 
nd Paſſion, which he underwent in his Body, and 
Wy the Shedding of his B/ood for us; and conſequent- 
ly, that the receiving hereof, if duly perform'd, is 
not only our duty, but alſo a great advantage and 
3 3 © SR benefit 


\ nothing which we can, at any time, pretend as af 


(6) 

benefit unto us; all theſe things I ſay, are fo uni. 
verſally owned by all who profeſs Chriltianity, 
that I need not offer any thing for the proof of 
them, or any part of them. But then ſurely one 
would think that when men, who are thus per 
fwaded, do ſo often, and for ſo long a time abſent , 
themſelves from this ordinance, there muft be ſome 
inſuperable difficulties, and obſtacles in their way, 
Which it is beyond their lirength or power to te 
move; or elfe that they would never, at the ſame 
time, both negle& their Duty, and forego their 
Intereſt. And Yet I doubt not but to make it ap- 
pear, as plainly as any thing can be, that there is 


hindrance of our coming to the Holy Communion; 
but what either is really, or ought to be, no hin 
Urance at all; or elfe is ſuch as it is in our power, 
by that grace and aſſiſtande which God never de- 
nies to thoſe who ſeek it, wholly to remove and; 
J ² A LG 
To come to the Matter then, and that I may} 
proceed in an orderly Method; T ſhall reduce all 
the Impediments, which Men do ever alledge fot... 
their not coming unto the Holy Communion, to 
theſe Five Heads: That is to ſay, either, Firſ, 
That they are Sinners, and therefore dare not come; 
or, . Second/y, That they are fo continually engaged 
and taken up with Buſineſs, thar they have notf 
time to prepare themſelves for it; or, Thirdly, 
That when they do endeavour to prepare then 
_ ſelves, they find thev cannot do it, as it ought to 
be done; or, Fourth, That having formerly ie 
ceived the Communion, they find themſelves ne 
We „„ vet 


(7) 
ver the better for it, and therefore think it to no 
purpoſe to come again; or, Laſily, That they are 
not well ſatisfied with the manner of Celebrating, 
\dminiſtring, and Receiving this Ordinance in our 
hurch, and therefore cannot join with our Congte- 
gations in it: Nor is there, I think, any Thing that 
ran be urged by way of Excuſe for not coming to 
he Holy Communion, but what I ſhall fairly exa- 
ine, and I hope efteQually confute, under ſome 
One or other of theſe Particulafs. 

Firſt then, ſome Men may ſay, that they are great 
Sinners, and therefore, upon that account, dare not 
come to the Holy Communion, for fear leſt they 
' -Mſhould be unworthy Receivers, and fo, inſtead of 

obtaining any benefit thereby, ſhould only Eat and } 
Drink their own Damnation, id 
To this I anſwer, that if any Man lies under the 
"Weuilt of any Sin, and does not repent of it, and 
Heartily refolve to farſake and amend it; it is 
indeed a Preſumption and a Sin for ſuch a Perſon, 
hilſt he continues in that State, to come to the 
ommunion. But then I muſt tell him alſo, that 
ot only his coming to the Holy Communion, but 
ven his very Prayers ate an Abomrnation to God, 
Prov. 28, 9. For what is it elſe but a perfect Af- 
front, and even a Mocking of the Divine Majeſty, 
or a Man to make a ſhew of Worſhip and Ho- 
Inour to him, whillt, at the ſame time, he goes on 
Win wilful diſobedience to his known Commands? 
which I wiſh were well and ſeriouſly conſidered 
Wy thoſe Men, who make no ſcruple of addreſſing 
themſelves to God in Prayer, whilſt, by reaſon 
of their Sins, of which they have not repented, 
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(8) 

they dare not approach unto this Holy Table. 
But whatever Sins a Man has been guilty of inHhe 
Times paſt, it he truly repents of them, and heart in 
ly forſakes them for the Time to come; God has ſo Hh: 
often and fo plainly promis'd in this Caſe, to grantMith 
a' full and free :Patdon of them, that they cannot 
Juſtly be pretended as any Obſtacle, which would 
hinder us from approaching to him in any of hin: 
Ordinances, TH Me Es 1 
Since then it is in the Power of every Man (atk: 
leſt of every'one, who by a long Courſe of Wick 
edneſs has not provoked God wholly to withdrawWh 
his Grace from him) by that Grace and Aſſiſtance it 
which God continually offers unto us, to repent oi © 
his Sins, and amend: his Life: If ſuch a Man lookifW p 
upon his Sins as a Bar between him and the Holy tt 
Communion; yet it is plainly ſuch a Bar as is ial 
his Power to remove, and therefore can. nevei8 
juſtly be pleaded as an Excuſe im his behalf. 
gut ſome Man perhaps may ſay, that though hq 
ſhould beg God's Pardon for his Sins palt, and fin} 
cerely reſolve to forſake them; yet he fears, that 
being frail, he may ſome time or other be prevail 
ed on, by his own Weakneſs, or the Strength of: 
Temptation, ro break thoſe Reſolutions which hy 
has made, and return again to his Sins. Andi 
this ſhould ever be the Caſe with him, he doubiy 
whether God would ever again admit him to Pa 
don and Reconciliation, And therefore he think 


it ſafer to abſtain from the Holy Communion, 1 © 
ther than to run the Hazard of being for ever ee 
cluded from the Hopes of Heaven. Wc 

In Anſwer to this I ſhall offer theſe three Thing t 
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(9) 
Hirſt, Altho' a Man does plainly foreſee, that 
in hereafter he ſhall be molt likely ſometimes to fall 
ti- Minto ſome Sins of Frailty and Infirmity, (ſuch as a 
; ſo H hafty Word or a ſudden and unad viſed Action) yet 
antWthis ought not to hinder him from coming to the 
notWHoly Communion : For as St. Z2mes tells us, that, 
uid Iz many things we offend all, Ja. 3. 2. So is there 
hi not any Man upon the Face of the Earth, who can 
Ibe abſolutely ſure that he ſhall always hereafter 
(a keep him free from all Manner of Sin whatſoever. 
ick On the contrary, as there is no Man but what has 
auß his Share more or leſs, of humane Infirmities, fo is 
nceW it moſt reaſonable to conclude, that in the Courſe 
t of of his Life, theſe will ſometimes unavoidably ſur- 
okW prize and betray him into ſome Sins. Againſt 
S theſe our Infirmities therefore, we muſt continu- 
ally ſtrive; and we may reaſonably hope, that by 
God's Grace, and Our OWN diligent and | careful 
© Endeavours, we may every Day more and more 
prevail againſt them: But if this were a good 
E Reaſon for abſtaining from the Holy Communion, 
© becauſe a Man cannot at once get a full and per- 
© fet Victory over them; I cannnot ſee how, even 
the beſt of Men, (who cannot pretend to abſolute 
Perfection,) could ſafely venture to partake of it: 
And conſequently, this would be the Way wholly 
0 wy aſide, and aboliſh the very Ordinance it 
ſelf. | „ 
SFSccondly, But as for wilful and deliberate Sins, 
u or returning again unto an habitual Courſe ot Wick- 


God, and his own Endeavours, may, if he pleaſes, 
for ever ſecure himſelf againſt it. For bowerer 
. : | | God 


edneſs; there is no Man but, by the Grace of 


n 
God may think it fit, for our greater humility, 
and a farther tryal of us to leave us ſtill expoſed 
to ſome of the common infirmities of our Nature; , 
yet, in reſpeR& of all habitual or deliberate Sins, 'F 
Wwe may aflure out ſelves, that he 7s Faithful, and ; 
will not ſuffer us to be rempred above that we are 7 
able; but will with the tem 3 alſo make a way 2 
70 eſcape, that we may (if it be not our own fault) c 
be able ta bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. Nor will he fail to ü 
draw nigh unto us, whillt we continue careful to x 
draw nigh unto him, Jam. 4.8. Let us then but lted· 
faſtly reſolve, that we will be hearty and induſtri-W f 
Ic 
C 
7 
n 
8 
Al 
c. 


dus, in doing what lies in our own power; and we 
need not be diſcouraged by any ſuch fears as theſe, 
as long as we are ſecure that God will never let us 
want his aſſiſtanſeQ. 5 
But Thirdly, Let us put the caſe as bad as may 
be; that after à ſerious Repentance, and molt 
ſtedfaſt Reſolutions of Amendment, ratified and] 
confirmed by the reception of the Holy Com- 
munion; a Man ſhould be fo far prevailed upon by! 
the temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, as to return again to his former wicked- 
neſs, in as high or a higher degree than before; 
Vet even in this caſe we cannot conclude tha 
ſuch a Perſon is for ever excluded by God from 
all poſſibility of pardon and reconciliation. "Theref! n 
are indeed ſome paſſages of Scripture, that do 
repreſent the Condition of ſuch an one to be very 
dreadful and dangerous: As Heb, 6. 4, 5, 6. and 
Chap. 10. 26, 27. 2 Pet 20, 21. But if, on thi] 
| other fide, we conſider how often, and how 
high! y, the Mercy of God is let forth and 0 
SR 
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„ Wrified, even towards the greateſt Sinners, upon 
d | their true Repentance, that he has no pleaſure j in 
he Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 


8 from bis way and Live, Ezek. 33. 11. that he 7s 
- Long, ſuſfering to ius. ward, not willing that any ſhould 
7 


"BR periſh,” but that all ſhould come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 
3. 9. that 7) our Sins be as Scarlet, or as Red as 
9 Crimſon, yet God is ready, upon our Repentance, 
toto make them as white ad Wool, or Snow, Ifai. 1. 18. 
From theſe and many ſuch Paſſages of Scripture, I 
think we may well gather, that if the moſt pro- 
"Rf fligate and Relapſed Sinner, does eyen after a 
long time, come at laſt to ſuch a ſenſe of his own 
Condition as throughly to turn from the Wicked: 
ne ſs that he hath committed, and to Live the re- 
mainder of his days in the practice of Virtue and 
So0d Works, doing that which js lawful and righr, 
Wand notwithſtanding all his failures, yet at laſt 
continues and perſeveres therein, that even ſuch 
2 a Perſon as this ſhall ſave his Soul alive, Ezek. 18. 
27. Altho? at the tame time, it ſtands with a 
great deal of Reaſon, that the greater a Man's 
Sins have been, and the oftner he has relapſed 
into them, the deeper his Sorrow, and the more 
you laborious his repentance muſt be, in order 10 
YJ obtain bis Pardon. But fince a pothbility of par- 
don there is, even in this caſe it ſelf ; we muſt 
not make the contrary fear a pretence for Keeping 
Jour ſelves back from any of the Ordinances of 
Wood, and for a more immediate and intimate 
Communion with him. 
And thus much for the fut Impedimen: 


But 


(12) 


But ſecondly, ſome men pretend that they are 
' fo continually engaged, and taken up with Buſi- 
+ nels, that they have not time to prepare them: | 
| ſelves for the Holy Communion, and there: ore do 


not come to it. 


To ſuch Men as thele I anſwer, that this Buſineſs, 
which they pretend, is either lawful Buſineſs, ot 
unlawful : If it be unlawful Buſineſs, and ſuch a8 
cannot be followed with a good Conſcience, ith 
mult be renounced and wholly laid aſide : And to 
plead this as a Reaſon for not coming to the Holy 
Communion, is altogether to aggravate, inltead} 
of to excuſe, our neglect, But if the Buſineſs 
be it ſelf Lawful, and followed in 2 Lawful way; 
if it neither contains, nor engages us in any thing, 

which is diſhonelt, or any way contrary to the 
Law of God; ſuch Buſineſs as this is fo far from} 
unqualifying a Man, that really it rather renders 
him the more fit to Receive the Holy Communi - 
on. For as Idleneſs is it ſelf a Sin, and the Mo. | 
ther, or at lealt the Nurſe, of all manner off 
Wickedneſs; ſo Honeſt and Lawful buſineſs is al 
Duty which every Man is obliged to be diligent inf 


1 Thef. 4 11. Eph. 4. 28. And certainly the pet- 


formance of a Man's duty will never render} 
him the leſs acceptable to God, or unfit to drauf 
near unto him in this or any other of his Ordi 


nances. 
But there is one dis ſort of Buſineſs, 


which ſome men think that whillt they ate al 


gaged, they cannot be well prepared for th 


Holy Communion; and that is a Law-Suit. Buff 
to this, the very ſame Anſwer muſt be givel 


tha 


that is already returned to the Pretence of 
Buſineſs in general. If a Man engages in a 
Suit of Law, with a Defign to wrong or defraud 
another; if in the Management of ir he has 1e- 
Icourſe to any baie and wicked Arts or Contrivan- 
ces; if not contented fairly ro try the Merits of 
the Caufe, he ſtrives by all Ways, to caſt perſonal 
Reflections upon his Adverſary ; or in a word, if 
herein he proceeds in ſuch a Way as is contrary, ei- 
Ither ro Juſtice or Charity; ſuch a Law Suit as 
Ithis, I confeſs, renders a Man altogether unfit to 
approach unto-God in any Way whatſoever ; not 
only whilſt he is engaged in it, but alſo until he | 
has made Reſtitution, and Satisfaction, to the | 
beſt of his Power, for all the Wrong that he has | 
thereby done to his Neighbour, But then why 
will any Man, who pretends to Chriſtianity, en- 
gage in ſuch a Matter as this; which is contrary 
Ito common Honeſty and a good Conſcience ? Or if 
Junadviſedly he has engaged himſelf, before he 
knew what he did; why does he not withdraw 
Hand forbear ro proſecute an unjuſt Cauſe, or a Juſt 
Bone in an unjuſt Way? Why does he not make Sa- 
.Wrisfaction to his Neighbour, if he has done him 
any Wrong? And how can he 'think to plead that 
Was an Excuſe for not coming to God's Holy Table, 
which it is in his Power to lay aſide, and to re- 
medy when ever he pleaſes ? V'w wer Any +: 
But on the other fide, if he deſigns no more 
but fairly to make uſe of the Law of the Land, 
Wand the Power of the Magiſtrate (who is ordain- 
Wed of God) either to defend, or recover, what 


en 
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in Conſcience he is verily perſwaded is his Juſt 


and 


„ E . 
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Fraud or Ty” And laſtly, if he bears no Ma. 
gainſt the Perſon of his Adverfary, but is always | 


ö . £63” ne : 22 


this there is nothing which is conttaty to the 
Duty of a Chrilkian, nor conſequently any thing 


coming to the Holy Communion. 3 


nothing ſinful or unlawful, either in the Buſineſs| 
they are about, or in their Wo 

lowing it; yet their Time is ſo wholly taken up 
thereby, that they have not Leiſure for the Per- 


ſome, that they have not, it may be, ſo much as al 
Place of Retirement for their private Devotion 
(which may be the Caſe of many Servants and 


Prepare themſelves as they ovght, or how fhall 
they venture to come, it hey are not ſo pie 
pared? 


Holy Communion, except they ſay ſo many Pray 


Celebration 91 it. Where a Man indeed is at bY 


I) 
and lawful Rig bt; if in the Management of this 
Buſineſs he 3 honeſtly; and without any 
lice, nor offers any Way to vent his Spleen 4. 
tiee and ready to do him any reaſonable Office 
ot Kindneſs or Friendſhip ; in ſuch a Law-Suit as | 
which needs be in the lealt, an Hinderance to his 

But ſome perhaps will tay, that altho there | is L. 
ay of. managing or fol- 
formance of thoſe ſolemn and particular Devoti- 


ons, which are neceſſary in order to their due 
Preparation. Nay, ſuch may be the Condition off 


private Soldiers, and ſuch like) and how can ther 


To this I anſwer, that it is a Miſtake, which 
ſome well-meaning Men have entertained, that 
they think they mult not venture to receive the 


ers, and ſpend ſo many Hours, in Retirement and 
Meditation, for ſome Days immediately before the 


OW! 


C2) 
wn Command, and Malter of his own Time; he 
3 much to be approved of and commended, if, 


Jours, than at other Times in private Prayers, Rea- 
Scfore he goes 10 meet the Bridegroom, and cleante 


Bo the Marriage-Fealt, But where the publick 
Pervice of a Man's Country, or the private Neceſſi- 
lies of himſelf or his Family, do engage him in ſo 
much Buſineſs as that he has not ſuch Leiſure for Re- 
Firement; if in the midſt of his Affairs, he ever 
Fakes care to have God in his Thoughts, and often 


Parden nor Field to withdraw himſelf into, if he 
Put ſeriouſly retires into his own Thoughts (which 
& Man may do in any Place 


Tight, and even in the midſt of the greateſt Croud 


End if all this proceeds from an honeft and well 
Sneaning Heart truly and affectionately diſpoſed, 
o the Service of God, and the Practice of Piety ; 


Ins the more ſolemn Devotions of thoſe who have 
the better Opportunity for ſuch Performances. 
And thus much for the Second Impediment. 


| th Thirdly, Some pretend that when they do en- 
ra, eavour to prepare themſelves for the Holy Com- 
ay munjon, they find they cannot do it as it ought 
tn 


t be ſeveral Scruples of which Sort of Men, I ſhall 
ou eturn brief and diſtin Anſwers, Some 


pon ſuch an Occaſion as this, he ſpends more 
Wing and Meditation; that he may trim his Lamp 


nd adorn his Wedding Garment, before he comes 


Ro lift up his Heart to him by private Ejaculations; 
nd when he has neither Chamber nor Cloſer, 


; upon his Bed at Mid- 
0 


In the Day time) and there enquires into his paſt 
Pins, and renews his Reſolutions of Amendment; 


o doubt but it fhall be as well accepted by God, 


o be done, and therefore they do not come: To 


” (16) 
Some then do apprehend; that they are not fil 
| 1 antes and inſtructed in the Principles of Re 
gion. „ FR 5 — 
norant of thoſe things which are ordinarily nel 0 
ceſſary to the Salvation of every Chriſtian; it ii 
evidently not fit that he ſhould come to the Hoh | 
Communion, until ſuch time as he be better | 
ſtructed. Bur ſuch Inſtruction as this, is ſo eaf 
ry Man's own Fault, if he wants it. For how en 
is it for every Man, who either reads the Senf 
ture, or hears it read and expounded in our Conf 
neceſſary Things of the Chriſtian Religion? As for 
Example, that God created all Things; that 7% 
Chtilt is the Son of God, that he came into thi 
for our Redemption; that after he had ſuffeted| 
he roſe again from the Dead, and aſcended inty 
Heaven, where he remains for ever in the Glof 
for us; and that he ſhall come again at the End d 
the World to judge both the Living and the Dead 
(who ſhall at that Time be raiſed again) and tj 
pineſs, or eternal Miſery : That every Chriſtia 
is to be admitted into the Church by Bapritm j 
that it is his Duty to live foberly, righteovſly, 
is by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, who is thi 
_ Giver of ſpiritual Life unto us, that we are ny | | 
4 „ enable 


to come, becauſe they are ignorant, and not wel 
To this I anſwer, that, indeed; if a Man be l 
to be had (ar leaſt among us) that it muſt be ebe 
gregarions, ſufficiently ro learn all the great and 
World and took our Nature upon him, to fuffef 
b | and Majeſty of God, making eternal Inferceſſiof 
ſentence every Man, either to everlaſting Hapf 

and godly, in this preſent World ; and that if 


t fi 
| 
| 


* 
k 
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e 
perform theſe Duties. And lalily, that, in 
emembrance of the Death and Paſſion of our Sa- 
our Je ſus Chiilt, we are commanded to eat of 


{Wat Bread, and Drink of that Cup, which he has 
pointed; and which is the Communion of his 


ody and Blood, that is to fay; the Means where- 


. we do communicate in the Benefits of the Sa- 
Witice which he offered, and in the Merits of 
- "ys Paſſion, which he underwent in his Body, and 


y the ſhedding of his B/ood for our Sakes, as I 
ave already ſaid. All this, 1 ſay, is ſo eatie to 


learnt and underſtood, that it is a great ſhame 


r any one who lives in a Chriſtian Countty, to 


ignorant of any Part of it. And he who is thus 
Er inſtructed in his Religion; and endeavours ac 
Widing to his Ability, to encreaſe his Knowledge 
Wi Divine Things, and hereunto adds the honelt | 


Ad ſincere Practice of what he underſtands, needs 


ever fear that God will-reje& him for want of 
ore Knowledge. For altho' we mult, accords }| 
g to our Capacity, add to our Virtue, Knowledge; | 
et it is not abundance of Knowledge, but much } 


Wonelty, Charity, and true Piety, that renders 
acceptable and pleaſing to God; See I. Cor. I, 
1.08 5- to the 7th Verſe of the 2d. Chapter. 


Again, Some do find their. Faith to be weak 
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Principles, as well for our own Comfort and 8 
tisfaction, as that we may be the better able, u 
on Occaſion, to give an Anſwer to every one who ſhi 


askus a Reaſonof the Hope that is in us, 1 Pet. 3. 1; 
but when a Man has done what he can to ſtrengt 


firm and Weak, yet if he be honeſt and pious in hi 


Lite and Practice, he is nevertheleſs acceptable 
God for the weakneſs of his Faith: For Strengt 
of Faith is not a thing in our Power, and therefoj 
not ſo much a Duty in us, as a reward which Gol 
is pleaſed to beftow, in ſuch a meaſure as he think 


fir, upon thoſe who are fincere and diligent in hi 


if 


en and confirm his Faith, if it {till continues inf 


Service: And he that is weak in the Faith, may yl 


be a very good Chriſtian, and fit to be receiv! 


into the Church of Chrilt, altho* he be not qui 
lified for dozbrful Diſputations, Rom. 14. 1. iſ 
long as a Tree continues to bring forth plenty ff 
Fruit, we are ſure it is alive, nor do we preſen 
ly cut it down and calt it into the Fire, becaul 
it is not altogether ſo well fixed at the Root, any 
therefore, it may be ſubjeQt to be ſhaken by till 


Violence of the Wind: And the weakeſt Faith, 


it produces abundance of good Works, ſhall 
accepred by God, when the ſtrongeſt Faith, i 


barren and unfiuitful, ſhall be rejected and ſet i 
nought by him. See Fam, 2. 14. c. When eval 


therefore an honeſt and well-diſpoſed Man find 


his Faith to be any way weak and wavering, k 


him take up the good Mary's Speech in the Golf 


pel, Lord I believe, help thou mine Unbelicf, Mi 
9. 24. And let him never fear, but that God wil 
is infinitely gracious and merciful will accept of ti 
1 0 i Son 


K 2 4 


( 19 ) 
Some again ate afraid that they do not love 
od as well as they cught ; and the Reaſon of this 
Far is, becauſe they do not find in themſelves 
ch warm and affectionate Motions of their Mind 
wards him, as they apprehend to be ſuitable to 
s infinite Excellency and Goodneſs : And tor this 
Wceaſon they dare not venture to come. 
To this I anſwer, that, indeed, the more ar- 
Wn: and affectionate our Love to God is, fo much 
De better is that, as well as our Faith, for being 
Wong and unſhaken. But as our Faith is to bz 
deed of by its Fruitfulneſs rather than its Firm- 
Wis (as I have juſt now fhewn) ſo the Holy Scrip- 
Die teaches us, That the Love of God conſiſts al- 
gether in Keeping his Commandments, 1 Joh. 5. 
Some People are naturally of ſuch a Temper, 
more eafily to be moved with a paſſionate Af- 
tion towards thoſe they love than others are: 
d yet others, who do not find ſuch warm Moti- 
s within themſelves, may be as ready and wil- 
g as they, to do Ads of Kindneſs where they 
ofeſs a Friendſhip. Nor is the Love of the lat- 
Sort ever the leſs to be valued, becauſe it ap- 
jars to be ſeated and fixed more in the Judg- 
ent and Will, which are ſubject to leſs Alteration 
n the Affections: As the true Love of a Wife to 
r Husband, is to be meaſur'd by her Read ineſs to 
cy and pleaſe him in all Things, much rather 
an by the Fondneſs which ſhe expteſſes to his 


reſent 
ecaul 
t, ant 
dy th 
th, | 
all k 
th, | 
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find 


885 op. If therefore a Man finds himſelf ſtedfaltly 
VM elv'd, //. full Purpoſe of Heart, to cleave wnto 
d wh d, and upon all Occafions to do what he com- 


f it 


nds, ever preferring the 
Som 


pleaſing of him before any, 
73: 


Of 


—ͤ—— — —— 


or all, the Honours, Profits, or Pleaſures of tif 
World; he may aſſure himſelt that he is a real au 
true Lover of God; nor need he abſent him 


the very belt of Men perhaps do oftner wiſh fo 
than enjoy, or find within themſelves. 
Others there are who fear they are not in pl 


Dealings, who have broken their Promiſes, and 


been guilty of wicked and unworthy Prattic 
And altho' in Obedience to God's Command 
they would not do any thing by way of Reveng 


very Blood to riſe againſt them, and cannot p 
Manu, as well as our Love to God, is to be meaſi 
by the Purpoſes and Reſolutions of our Wi 


ſcarcely ſo much in our Power, as whol 
be conquered and ſtifled by us. But whate 


(20) 


from the Holy Communion, for want of that Al 
dency and Livelineſs of Affection to God, which 


fe Charity with all the World: They have ſom 
times had to do, with Men of baſe and unjullf 


may be, their Oaths ; and thereby betray d the! 
who have depended on them ; or have othermi 


even againſt theſe very Men; yet as often as th 
ſee them, or do but think of them, they find th 


ſibly ſuppreſs that Anger and Indignation, whit 
ſprings up in their Minds againſt ſuch Perſon 
and therefore they fear that their Charity is « 
fective, and ſo dare not come to the Holy Co 
munion. pena 2 
To this I anſwer, that our Charity towa 


and our AQtions conſequent thereto ; and not 
the ſudden Motions of our Paſſions and Affe 
ons: Which in the Caſe above-mentioned, maj 


paſſio nate Reſentments may force themſelves 


( 21 ) 


; Minds, upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe ; if we 


o not ſufter them to break out into bitter and 


dt Venture to come. 


To this I anſwer, that 
e can never grieve too much for our Sins, Where- 
y we have offended our good and gracious God: 
nd if even Rivers of Tears could run down our 
yes, on this Occaſion, they would all be but 
tle enough, But yet, aſter all; our Sorrow 
r Sin, is not to be meaſured by the Paſſionate- 
is of it, which is ſoon over; or the Tears it 
oduces, which are as ſoon dried up; but is 
together to be eſtimated by the Amendment 
hich it cauſes in our Lives. It is a never Ng 

ule 


B 3 


proachful Expreſſions, or malicious and re- 
ngeful Actions: And if in ſpite of our An- 
er we do firmly reſolve, in Obedience to God's 
ommand, to return Good, and not Evil, for E- 
I: Ina Word, if, as St. Paul directs us, when we 

re angry, we take care and watch over our ſelves 
at we Sin not, Eph. 4. 26. (which is Certainly in 
r Power, thro” the Grace of God and our own 
ndeavours;) we need not fear that any ſuch in- 
ard Motions of our Paſſions, as we cannot whol- 
ſuppreſs, but yet do not ſuffer to break out in- 
any ſinful Words or Actions, ſhall ever be im- 


ted to us as a Breach of Charity. Th 

Others again are afraid that they are not ſor- 
wiul enough for the Sins which they have com- 
itted, becauſe they do not find their Grief ſo 
ick and pungent as they think it ought to be; 
dr ſtrong enough even ſo much as to bring a 


ear from their Eyes; and therefore they dare : 


true it is, indeed, that 


— — * 2 a” © 279 us N - 
3 — i eat. 
FF 


Rule which St. Pau] gives us to know godly Sn k 
5, 40, It then 3 Man has fo true and ferious 
| Senſe of his Sins, as that it brings him to R 
pentance, that is to ſay, to a thorough and laſting 


never affects him in a paſſionate Way, or drauf 


— 
Cd 
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any Tears at all from his Eyes; yet is certain 
true godly. Sorrow, and ſuch as ſhall be acceptif 
tber required or valued. 
when they would ſet themſelves, to prepare # 


the Holy Communion, they in a little time gra; 
Jo tired with the length of thoſe Devotions whit 


15 ray ers and Meditations, they cannot, with 1 


upon what they are about; but their Though 
will unavoidably wander upon other things tt 


. poſe our Minds, as that our Thoughts may not u 
det and go aliray, il we can poſhbly hinder the 


— — — — ——_—_ 


(22) 


row by, which is that it wor&eth Repenrance, 1 C 
Reformation of bis Life; this Sorrow, rho' if 


by God ; becauſe it worketh Repentance, which 
is the only End for which godly Sorrow is il 


Otbers yet again there are who complain, tlg 


are thereunto required, that they are not able 
accompliſh what they propogd. And when thy 
would even force themſelves to continue thi 


their Care, keep their Minds fixed, and atrentil 


ate idle and impeitinent. And this they app 
hend to be the Sin of drawing near to God with i 
Mouths, and honouring him with their Lips, tal 
their Heart is far from him, Wa. 29. 13. A 
therefore, they dare not come unto his Holy Tab 
Io this I anſwer, that whenever we addi 
our ſelves unto God in Praver, we ought cert] 
ly to uſe our utmeſt Endeavours fv to fix and c. 


(23) 
And he who pretends to pray with his Lips, 
„Ind does not withal ſtrive that his Heart and Mind 
Way be devoutly affected, is undoubtedly guilty 
Wt a great Slight put upon the Majeſty of God; 


Win which I but Juſt now made mention of. But 
%% Wvhen a Man has done the belt he can to fix his 

WT houghts, and to keep his Mind from wandring 
„een Prayer; it after all this, idle and impertinent 

mwaginations, do, againſt his Will, croud them» | 
„ Wives upon him; and like Flies, tho' continual- 
" Wy beaten off, yer till return again and moleſt 
im; in this Caſe he may well aſture himſelf that 
30d Who is gracious and merciful, will never | 
mpute that to him as a Sin, which, with all his 


eckoned upon the Score of his Infirmities, againſt 
WF bich indeed he mult ever ſtrive; but it may be 
hall never be able wholly to conquer them as 

elit, ̃ĩ . CE 
| But there is one Piece of Advice which I think 
ery proper to offer unto thoſe that are in theſe 
ircumſtances; which is, that they ſhould com- 
riſe their private Devotions in as few Words as 
onveniently they can; and then they will nei» I 
her be ſo apt to be tired, nor their Thoughts to 
ander therein, as when they are drawn out to a 
greater length. It is not much ſpeaking that makes 
pur Prayers the more acceptable to God, or the 
voner heard by him, Mat. 6. 7. And it is eaſy 
Wo comprehend all, that is ordinarily neceſſary to 
W= ſaid in Prayer, in a few Words. The Lord's 
raycr is but ſhort, and yet very full; and cer- 
1 tainly 


nd may juſtly be taxed with ſome Part of that 


ndeavours, he cannot help: But it ſhall only be {i 


become ſerious, and reſerved enough, to be ii 
| for the Holy Communion, and therefore they Of 
not come. | 


| 


honeſt Heart, as if he had made his Confeſſion 


but that ſhort and devout Ejaculations, frequent 


they come from ſuch a Perſon, as by reaſon 
his natural Frailty and Infirmity, is not 10 we 


tion is ſo far from being unlawful, or any way di 


a Man but take fri care, that his Mirth be nf 
ſinful in its felt; nor inſtrumental to promo 


the diſcredit or undervaluing 'of his Neighbour 


manner of Delight or Satisfaction when ſuch thing 


4 are vented by otl. ers: Let him abltain from all de 


0240 


ſl tainly a Form molt acceptable to God. The Pull 
lican's God be merciful to me a Sinner, Luk. 18, 14 


was as well received, coming from a fincere an 


more Words. And there is no manner of dou 


offered up to God, by a truly pious Soul, ſhall e 
feQually prevail at the Throne of Grace, whi 


able to make longer Prayers. | 
Again, ſome there ate who are given to Mind 
and Company-keeping ; and know not how well i 


I anſwer, that a chearful and pleaſant Diſpol 


pleaſing to God; that, on the contrary, where i 
i rightly managed, and kept within due Bound 
it is commonly very ſerviceable to the promoting 
of Peace and Love in the World, which is off 
of the great Ends of Chriſtian Relipion, Let the 


Wicked neſs in the World: Let him not droll upd : 
Religion and Piety, nor make a mock at Sin: Lf 
no Jeſt that is bitter or ſarcaſtical, or tends M 


or which is any way profane, filthy, or obſcene 
come forth of his Lips, nor let him ſhew an 


bauchel E 


(25) 
uched Songs or Stories, which ſcem to be con- 
ved on purpoſe to corrupt the World: And 
him never promote, but always, as much as 
can, diſcountenance all manner of Rioting, 
runkenneſ, Lewdne(s and Profaneneſs : In a 
ord, let bim be ſure that his Mirth betrays nei- 
er himſelf, nor others, to any thing which is 
ntrary to Piety, Charity, or Sobriety ; and as 
g as he keeps himſelf within ſuch Bounds as 
{e, (which is plainly very poſſible to every Man 
o will heartily reſolve it) he needs not fear 
t a chearful and facetious Behaviour, will ren- 
r him ever the worſe a Chriſtian, or the leſs 
to receive the Holy Communion. 

And laſt of all (chat! may conclude what I have 


Pu 
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e an 
ON | 
lou) 
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il ef 
hd 
on 
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Mirt 
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ſpolW2 met with many Croſſes and Afflictions in the 
1y di ld, have their Mind ſo diſcompoſed, and 
nere Mir Thoughts diſtracted with Care, Grief, or 
und puble, that they cannot ſettle their Minds, as 
aoting] y think they ought, for the Holy Communi- 
is og Mir therefore they do not come to it. 


t thero this I anſwer, that if any Trouble or Af- 


be notion provokes a Man to Imparience, and pre- 
o mois ſo far as to make him murmur and repine 
| upoſWinlt the Providence of God; this, indeed, is 
„Lei, and muſt, and may, as all other Sins, be re- 
ds It ted of, as [| have already ſaid, under the firſt 
bour Wd of this Diſcourſe. But if there be no more 
aſcent ? than this, that the Croſſes and Vexations un- 
vw an which a Man lies, do fo diſcompoſe his Mind, 
thing that he cannot keep his Thoughts from wan- 
all de 25 when he | Is at his Devotion; to this Caſe I 


uche! have 


{ay under this Head) ſome there are, who ha- 
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longer to dwell, becauſe of the many Scruples, i 
* Which it affords. | 


the Fourth Impedimenr, which ſome Men preteniii 
tex for it ; and therefore think it to no purp | 


nefit by the Reception of the Holy Communil 
does not truly An himſelf for i it, or elſe of 
not receive it ; 
_ dies are ſo diſtempered, and Stomachs vitiat 
evil Nouriſhment : And if a Man of the 


a2 Week, it would never keep him in Health 


luted and diſtempered with Sins unrepented ff _ 
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have but juſt now ſpoken, and need not rep 
what I have ſaid upon it. 


And thus I bave at laſt done with the Third | | | 
pediment ; upon which I have been forced i 


ſhall need to ſpeak but a Word or Two, 


namely, that having formerly received the H 
Commanion, they find themſelves never the bl 


to come again. 1 
To which I anſwer, that if a Man reaps no 


the Fault is altogether his own ; becauſe either 
often as he ſhould. Some | 
that they turn the belt Food into corrupt : 
healthy Conſtitution ſhould eat but one Meal 


Streng th. But let the Stomach be cleanſed, 
the Body brought into good Order, and then 
the Man eat his conſtant and daily Meals, and 
ſhall. find both his Health and Strength encilM 
upon him. And the Caſe is Juſt the ſame wil 
this ſpiritual Food, which is exhibited to wi 
the Holy Sacrament. Whilſt the Soul is lf 


will certainly rather do us hurt than good to 
ceive it: And when Men partake of it but il 


in a Year or Two, or, it may be not ſo of: 
wil £ 


(27) 
atever Strength or Refreſhment their Souls 
in to. find thereby, is loſt and forgot before 


repe 


ard I. 
ed t 


«1 ce. Bur let a Man througbly cleanſe and 


ge his Soul from Sin by a ſincere Repentance; 
1 with an honelt Heart, and Mind well prepat- 
let him come as often as he can to God's Ho- 
Table; and by the frequent and conſtant Uſe 
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Vii 


Dre in Grace; becoming ſtill better and better 


/// ĩ ĩ / » 
And thus much for the Fourth Impediment. 


Vord or Two to thoſe who are not well ſatisfied 
th the Manner of celebrating the Holy Com- 
nion in our Churcb, and therefore will not 
in with our Congregations in it. 


ſuch Ceremonies as they cannot comply with; 
d in particular, that the Holy Communion is 
nongſt us to be received in the Poſture of Kneel- 


valifcations of all thoſe who are admitted to it. 


y, that either Kneeling at the Holy Communi- 
, Or any other of the Rites or Ceremonies which 
e uſe at the Celebration of it, ate finful and un- 
wiul; becauſe it does not appear that God has 

; any 


-omes again to be renewed by the ſame Ordi- 


this Holy Sacrament, he need not dqubt but he 


abled to refilt all Temptations, and daily find- 
> more and more Quiet and Comfort. in his 


| come now, in the laſt Place of all, to ſpeak 


Two Things there are, which they chiefly ob- 
Et againſt us in this Caſe: One that we make uſe 


: And the other is, that we adminiſter. it to a 
ixt Congregation, without a ſtric Enquiry into the 


To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, that no Man can 
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| may be as good Judges, are of a different Opinion 
I would deſire to know whether ſuch Things as af 
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any where forbid them. The utmoſt then thi 


can be a ſufficient Warrant to any Man to ſepara 
ftabliſhed Church? IF not, then they have no ju 
Reaſon upon this account to ſeparate from us. 5 
if they be, then I would farther demand, whiff 
Communion, or to make a Schiſm in the Churd 


not always to make choice of the leaſt? 


lous in his Life and Converſation ; by the Diſcipli 


Perſon from the Holy Communion, until he gi 


crets of his Heart, for which he is accountable of 
ly to God ? And if our Saviour Chriſt did not ff 
clude even Judas himſelf from the Holy Comm 
nion, becauſe, at that time, he had done nothil 


a private Agreement with the Chief Prieſt to l ; 


more ſtri& in this Matter > Or who has given 
any Authority ſo to be? 


(28) 
they can pretend, is only that they are impropdli 
and inconvenient. Now, beſides that others, wh 
not ſinful, but only improper and inconvenie 


himſelf from the Communion of an orthodox, i 


is the greatelt Inconveniency, to kneel at if 


And of the two Inconveniences, whether we ou 


To the other Objection I anſwer, that wha 
any Man openly appears to be wicked and ſcand 


of our Church, we are required to exclude fuct | 
good Evidence of his Repentance and Reformatif 
But where nothing outwardly appears againll 


Man, who lives in the Profeſſion of the true R 
gion; what have we to do to enquire into the 3 


openly ; altho' Chriſt well knew that he had mi 


tray him; why ſhould we take upon us to 
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(29) 
And thus have I examin'd, and I hope ſufficient- 
anſwered, all the Pretences which Men do ot- 
arily make for neglecting the Holy Communi- 
„I have but this one Thing to add, and I have 
ne; namely, that as it is a great Sin to receive | 
> Holy Communion unwotthily, that is to ſay, | 
thout true Repentance ; fo certainly is it no leſs |} 
Sin, to flight and neglect that Ordinance, which 
rilt himſelf has expreſly appointed and com- 
anded in Remembrance of that Death and Paſſi- 
which he underwent for us. Let us therefore 
e the Matter into our ſerious Confideration ; 
d whilſt we are ſo very cautious to avoid the 
anger on the one hand, let us not be fo fooliſh 
to run our ſelves into as great a Hazard on the 
her. For as he who preſumed to come to the 
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wht uptial Feaſt, without a Wedding Garment, was 

caniWrerely puniſhed for his Preſumption, Mat. 22. 

* z. So they who neglected to come at all, and 
uc 


ghted the Invitation which was given them, 
ere accounted as unworthy Perſons, and received 
eir Doom accordingly, ver. 7, & 
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A brief Account of the End and Def 705 1 


nion; I have endeavoui'd to remove all thoſe 0 


many Men, ſeemeth, either wholly to [top ti 


nance ; TI hope that what Lam now about to ( 
fer, may both make them throughly ſenfible| 


' which is neceſſary, in the Performance ther 


throughly inſtructed and directed, in order to! 


Firſt, For what End and Purpoſe this Orain 
was inſtituted and appointed? Secordiv, M 


wb * * * 


Holy Gommunion, the Obligation to recen 
it, the Way to prepare for it; and the Ml 
haviour F our ſelves both at, "and after F 


Na former Diſcourſe, entitled, An Anſ wer 
all the Excuſes and Pretences, which Men of 
narily make for their not coming to the Holy (on 


ſtacles, whether real, or pretended, which 


Way to God's Holy Table, or, at leaſt, to ren 
it very difficult and troubleſome to be paſſed, | 
what J have therein faid has had any Influence ui 
on the Minds of well meaning Men, {> as to inci 
them, ſomething more than formerly, to prep 
themſelves for the partaking of this ſacred Ol 


the Obligation which lies upon them thereto, 
alſo ſulfficiently inſtruct them in every thi 
to render them worthy Receivers, and Acce pra 
to Almighty God. * 
Five Things there are which are very neceſſ 


to be underſtood by every one, who would 


receiving of the Holy Communion Name 


Obiiont | 


(31) 


ligation lies upon every Chriſtian to come and 


fd phe to partake of it? Fourthly, What Prepa- 
on is neceſſary in order to it? And laſtly, 
ci wwe ought to behave our ſelves both at, and 
Ve reit? And altho' 1 have hinted many things 
er my former Diſcourſe above mentioned, which 


zht in ſome ſort ſerve for an Anſwer to theſe 


y relate to theſe Particulars, is only occaſion- 
touched, and but juſt glanced at; I have 


y, and methodically, to handle them. 
or the clearing of the firſt Point propoſed, we 
[t call to mind, what the Holy Scripture ſo of- 
declares to us, that our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 


Wo we were once Enemies, are yet upon our true 
Wentance reconciled to God by the Death of his 


do oh, Rom. 5.8, 9, 10. and thereby put into 2 
ible Wacity of being made eternally happy in the 
to come. From whence it will follow, that 


in the firſt place, it is the Duty of every Chri- 
DP, always to be thankful for, and never to for- 
Jr be unmind ful of ſo great a Favour and Be- 
, vouchſafed and offered to us; ſo ſccondly, 


ion of Chriſt, and is made a Partaker of the 


h he thereby made for the Sins of the World, 
. 2. 2. he can have no Juſt Ground to hope fur 


Ends 


zive it? Thirdly, How often we all of us 


Huiries; yet becauſe what is there ſpoken, which 
ught it may not be improper a little more 


lt dyed for us; that we are juſtified by his 
od, and ſaved from Wrath through bim; and, 


pt a Man have an Intereſt in the Death and 


its of his Sufferings ; and of that Propitiation 


ting Salvation. That therefore both theſe 
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(32) 

Ends might the more effectully be obtained: A 
that all Chriſtians might often, in a lively mani 
be put in mind, and alſo, at the ſame time, 
made Partakers of the Merits of Chrilt's Dea 
and Suffetings; this ſacred Ordinance was th 
pointed by him, both as the Commemoration 
his Paſtor, and allo the Communion of his B 
and Blood. Thus the Apoſtle St. Pau! tells if 
what three of the Evangelilts have alſo record 
That, Ihe Lord Je ſus, the ſame Night in which 
was betrayed, took Bread; and when he had gi 
Thanks he brake it, ſaying, Take, cat, this 1s 
Body which is broken for you; this do in Remembraf 
of me. After the ſame manner he took the Cup, ui 
be had ſupped ; ſaying, this Cup is the New 10 
ment in my Blood, this do ye, as oft as ye drin 
in Remembrance of me. For (ſays the Apolily 
the ſame place) as ten as ye eat this Bread, if 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death til 
come, 1 Cor. 11. 23. &c. And the ſame St. 
tells us, in the fixteenth Verſe of the foregq 
Chapter, that the Cup of Bleſſing which we h. 
the Communion of the Blood of Chrift ; and the B 
which we break, the Communion of the Body f 
From which Paſſages of Scripture it is obvioullf 
collect, why this divine Inſtitution is ordinal 
called ſometimes the Lord's Supper, and ſometii 
the Holy Communion. _ „ 
Here then we have a full and plain Anſwa 
the firſt Thing propoſed to be handled: Nani 
For what End and Purpoſe this Ordinance was in 
ted and appointed © It was appointed (as we mal 
Firſt, to put us in Remembrance of the UV 


C33) 
d Sufferings of our Saviour Jeſus Chri 
22king of the Bread being put to repreſent the 
ucifixion of his Body; and the Wine his Blood, 
ich was ſhed for us. And ſecondly, that it 
ight be to us not only the Commemoration, but 
o the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
tilt: That is ro ſay, the Means which God has 
dained, by the uſe of which we do communi- 
e in the Benefits of that Sacrifice which Chriſt 
ered, and in the Merits of that Death and Paſ- 
n, which he underwent in his Body, and by the 
edding of his Blood for us; as I hav 
my former Diſcourſe, 
come now to the ſecond Thing 
enquired into; namely, what Obligation lies 
on every Chriltian to come and receive the Ho- 
Communion. _ es 
And here in the fir 


* 


ſt place, what Obligation 
be ſtronger than the plain and poſitive Com- 
ind of our Saviour Chriſt himſelf? Which he has 
upon us in as expreſs Terms as can be; that 
> ſhould do this; that is to ſay, Eat of this Bread | 
ddrink of this Cup, in Remembrance of him; as we 
y find it in the Words Juſt now quoted, 1 Cor. 
23. Ec. And that theſe Words were ever un- 
aſtood! to contain in them a ſtrict Command per- 
vally binding all Chriſtians to the Obſervation 
it, molt evidently appears, as well from the Con- 
it of that Chapter (from the twentieth Verſe 
the End) as from the conſtant great Gare and 
ncern which the Apoſtolick and Primitive 
urch always ſhewed, in the maintaining, and 


cent Celebration of this Ordinance. 
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ſt: The 


e already ſaid 
ropoſed to 
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us; we all of us fare muſt acknowledge that b 


penſable Obligation upon us; there are ſome cl 
do add an extraordinary Weight and Force to thi 
very Time when he, who was our beſt Frienlf 


and lay down his Life for our Sakes : And not off 
ly fo, but this Command was given to us to be d 


out of the World, make any requeſt to me wii 


ſhip which I had profeſſed to him, if I ſhould ot 
or neglect to perform it. But if this Friend H 
been one, not of the common Sort, but a val 


that I would do ſomething which might bi 


well be accounted as one of the moſt barbar 


laid upon me. Now befide the Authority wi 


"T7 5 
But beſides the bare Authority of our Savioulff 
Chriſt, which alone is ſufficient to lay an indi 
lateral Circumſtances and Confiderations whidl 


Command: As namely, that it was given at th 


and preateſt Benefactor, was juſt ready to Of 


ſerved in Remembrance of him and of that Dea 
which he underwent for us. 
If a dying Friend ſhould, before his Departu 


were not impoſſible, or unreaſonable in it ſelf 
ſhould think my ſelf much wanting in that Fried 


* 


reat and extraordinary Benefactor to me; and 
yond this, he were juſt going to lay down 
Life for my Sake; and laſtly, if his Requeſt wal 


Means to keep me always in Remembrance of hi 
and of what he had done for me; certainly I mig 


and ungrateful Wretches that ever lived, i 
were not very careful moſt punQually to obſe 
and fulfil whatever ſhould thus be enjoined 
our Saviour Chriſt has to lay an Obligation uf 


our Friend, our greateſt Friend, and chieſelt | 
8 8 . neſach 


(35) 


violl factor; and that it was for our Sakes alone that 
ind underwent all his Sufterings, and yielded up 
e o Life- upon the Croſs. And tince he has made 
his Requeſt, and left it as a Command unto all 
o tho ſhould believe in him: That they ſhould eat 
t iu this Bread, and drink of this Cup, in Remem- 


ance of him, and of what he had ſuffered for us; 
ould fain know how any Man, who calls him- 
f a Chriſtian, can poſſibly be excuſed from the 
ateſt Ingratitude as well as Diſobedience, if he 
Welects to do what he thus appears. to be ſo 
ongly and doubly obliged to. And with what 
ufddence can he hope to be ſaved by the Merits 

d Paſſion of Chriſt, whilſt he refuſes or neglects 
commemorate his Death and Sufferings, in that 
anner which Chriſt himſelf has, appointed ? 
And thus I think we have a ſufficient Anſwer to 
> ſecond Thing propoſed ; namely, what Obliga- 

n lies upon every Chriltian to receive the Holy | 


a lies Chrittian to re . 

au emmunion. Wel are plainly obliged to do it, 
vn t, in Point of Duty; becauſe we are thereunto 
ue prelly commanded by Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour: 


ad ſecondly, in Point of Gratitude; becauſe this 


f Hondtion was laid upon us by our beſt Friend and 
Imi eteſt Benefaftor, when he was juſt ready to lay 

Iban n his Life for us, that it might ſerve as a Means 
J, iff keep up in bis Church a /vely Remembrance of 
obſal em and his great Love to us for ever. 
ed 4 proceed then to the third Thing propoſed to 

y wil > handled, namely, how often we all of us ought 


partake of the Holy Communion ? The Anſwer 
which Queſtion is briefly and plainly this, 0:2. 
at every fincere Chriſtian is obliged to partake 


C 2 e 


f the Holy Communion as often as he has an 
from theſe two following Confiderations. 
not to let ſlip an Opportunity, that is fairly offer 


kind, in our Redemption, by the Death and Pl 


he is not throughly fincere in his Chriſtiani 


God for our Redemption, by the Sufterings 1 g 


on whereof the very Ordinance was appointed, 
fo very plain, that no Man IT think who owns il 


needs follow, that he who has a fair Opportill 


of his Thankfulneſs to God and conſequenif 


( 30 ) Wy 
portunity for it, « The truth of which Afﬀertion 
think will appear beyond all manner of Except 


Firſt, I ſuppoſe it will be eafily granted, Po 
whoſoever is an honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian, ou 


him of exprefling his Thankfulneſs to Al mig 
God, for that infinite Mercy vouchſated unto Milf 


ſion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. For he t 
is wanting in his Thankfulneſs to God for ſo ind 
mable a Benefit, thereby plainly demonſtrates tl 


which indiſpenſibly obliges him to do this Di 
Now that the devout Participation of the H 
Communion, is one very fit and proper Way of ll 
pteffing our Thanks and Acknowledgements WW 


Death of Chrift, for the thankful Commemor 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures, and is rot ml 


led by falſe and enthuſiaſtick Notions, can del 
or ſo much as doubt of it. From whence it ml 


of receiving the Holy Communion, and yet il 
lects to partake of it, is deficient in the Expreli 


is not ſufficiently ſincere in that Chriſtianity. wil 
JJ %%% Ents 9 

Secondly, Whoſoever has an Opportunity oi 
ed him of doing a good AQ, and has no Juſt Rei 


Ys TS LT 


(37) 
an Excuſe for his not doing of it, is certainly 
tionWund and obliged to do it, according to the Op- 
eptiMWÞrtunity which is ſo offered. Now that to 

rticipate of the Holy Communion is a good 


he til 
) incl 


nuence then muſt be, that whoſoever has an Op- 
rrtunity of receiving the Holy Communion, and 


|, Met I have already ſhewn, in that I have proved 
one to be our Duty; And that there can be no ſuch |} 
offering as a jult Excuſe or Reaſon for not partak- |} 
mig of it, 1 have proved at large in my former | 
o Miſcourſe ; in which I have fully anſwered all | 
1d anner of Pretences of this Nature. The Con- 

| 
es it neglects to receive it, is moſt evidently guilty i 
ani 2 Failure in his Chriſtian Duty, 5 
s Dull But here perhaps I ſhall be told, that ſometimes |} 
e Hs poſſible an Opportunity for receiving the Ho- 


Communion may offer it ſelf, when a Man is 
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ents It duly prepared for it, and therefore ought not 
gs il partake of it. To which I anſwer, that he 
-monWio is a fincere Chriſtian ought never to be un- 


Wepared for this Holy Ordinance : Which will 
yns Wdently appear from what I have to ſay upon 
ot The fourth Thing propoſed to be handled ; 
rely, what Preparation is neceſſary in order 
the receiving of the Holy Communion? 
ortunfſWNow to this Holy Ordinance (and indeed to all 
emn Acts of Devotion) a twofold Preparation is 
eſſary ; Firſt a general, and ſecondly a parti- 
ar one. I call that a general Preparation which 
ay ought to be making; and is not the Work 
a few Hours only, but ſhould be the main Buſi- 
of every Man's whole Life. And that I call 
| Real 47 11c21er Preparation, which is then more eſpe- 
| a cęC ally 


„ mination to the Lord, Prov. 15. 8. And again, 


(38) } 
cially to be made whenever we ate upon thu 
approaching to God, and have a particular Deli 
of coming to his Holy Table. "210 
The general Preparation then which is nec: 
ſary for every Man, that would come with A 
ceptance to the Holy Communion ; is Repentan 
for his palt Sins, together with a vertuous an 
holy Life; in all Points agreeable unto the Lan 
of God (I mean to the beſt of his Power) and nl 
ver wilfully or habitually ſtraying away from tho 
Rules and Precepts, which are preſcribed to wi 
in the Goſpel. For he who having not repenif 
ed of his Sins, but living (till in the 77/7 Puff 
tice of any of them, or the #nowr neglect of all 
Duty, ſhall offer to approach unto God in al 
Act of Devotion whatſoever, is fo far from doin 
a Thing which is acceptable to him, that, on ti 
contrary, God has expreft the greateſt Abhc 
rence that well can be unto all ſuch Worſhip iY 
Service as this. The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an A 
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that turneth away his Far from hearing the Lam, 
ven his Prayer ſhall be Abomination, Chap. 28. W 
befides a Multitude of other Texts that might i 
quoted to the ſame purpoſe. And here we ml 
ever remember what the Apoſtle Saint James tel 
us, Chap. 2. 10. And what in it felf alſo 
molt highly rational; namely, that whoſorulif 
Hall keep the whole Law, and yet (wil fully) offe4lf 
n any one Point, and continue therein without kW 
pentance, is guilty of ail. For (according to 
Apoltle's Reaſoning in the next Verſe) ſince . 
fame God who forbids one Sin, has alſo for 4 


(39) 
en all others: He who wilfully perfilts in any one 
n, whatever it be; plainly deſpiſes the very 
uthority of God, and thereby, as much as in 
m lies, undermines the very Foundation of his 
VVV 5 
nta | will not then ſtand to diſpute how thoſe Words 
5 St. Paul are to be interpreted, that, He that eat- 
Ian and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
den ennation to himſelf, 1 Cor. 11. 29. But this I 
tho e to be as plain, both from Reaſon and Scrip- 
Nie, as ſuch a Thing can be; that not only he 


to uf | Ln 
epen ho comes to the Holy Communion; but who dares 


thi ; 
Jefi on 


nec: 
h AS 


/ 


pr offer up his Prayers to God, while he wz/fully | 
of ,F'filts in any known Sin, or the neglect of any | 
in oun Duty, is guilty of a very great Afftont to | 


e Divine Majeſty. To come to the Marriage {| 
aſt without a Wedding Garment, was reſented þ 
2 high Contempt of the King who made the In- 


doing 
In ti 
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rey tation, Mat. 22. 12, 13. And to bow the Knee | 
» 41m Cbvilt, and cry Hail King of the Jews, at the 
* ne time when they Spit on him and ſmote him on 


FR 0 Head; was nothing but a redoubling of their 
58. Wockery, Mat. 27. 29, 30. And I appeal to the 

Immon Senſe of every Man, whether he is not 
Wilty of the very ſame Sort of Practice towards 
WW mighty God, who bends his Knees or ſhews out- 
ard Signs of Reverence to him in Prayers or at 


e Holy Communion ; while his Heart and Affecti- 


| OCCUR f ; 
/ e are not truly bent to ſerve and obey him in all 
ur N S Actions; but he, on the contrary, lives in an 
to i bitual Violation of his Laws, and à continued 
ce Mntempt of his Power and Authority? 
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on; there is alſo a more particular Preparatin 
which is very proper; and ordinarily neceſſaty 
order to the Reception of the Holy. Communiof 
Which the Apoſtle St. Pau“ tells us, is Self Ex 


eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, ſays if 
I Cor. 11. 28. That is, in other terms, that whe 


Table, he ought before hand ſeriouſly to call hinffi 
| there, That is to ſay, whether or no he really all 
' truly has that general Preparation, of which I hay 
\ ought not to come. For if ſuch an Enquiry as thi 


be not often and carefully made, the Filth ani 


| till by Degrees it deſtroys and takes away that of 
{ neral Preparation which ought always to be ke 
and maintained by us. Whilſt we ſometimes //u" 


take a careful View of our Dreſs . for 2 ſhoullf 
have contracted ſome Spot or Defilement. 


all the Preparation that is neceſſary to the rec 


But beſides this which I call « genera! Preparalif 


DB; 


nation. Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let hi 


ever a Man defigns to preſent himſelf at God's Ho wy 


ſelf to an Account, whether or no he be ſo quali 
ed as to be acceptable to God when he conf 


been juſt now ſpeaking ; and without which 


Pollution of Sin will, by little and little, in a mai 
ner almoſt inſenfible, cleave again to our Soul 


ber or ſleep our Lamps will be apt to burn dim; an 
therefore muſt be new z7:-zmed at our going on 
to meet the Bridegroom, Matt. 25. 5, 6, 7. AM 
when we have put on the Wedding Garment, Ma 
22, 12. It is yet very fit that as often as we con 
to the Marriage Feaſt, we ſhould examine an 


But here perhaps it will be demanded : Is thi 7 


ving of the Holy Communion ; that a Man hoy 
| | cn 


(41) 


Wd 2 virtuous and Chriſtian Life; and not be 


ral 

11:Wſ{cious to himſelf (upon the Examination of his 

ay Wnſcience) that he continues in any unrepented 

mio? Is it not abſolutely neceſſary that upon every 
xanWh Occaſion as this, he ſhould run through the 

t ole Catalogue of Sins, and examine himſelf par- 

ys Mlarly upon every one of them, with all their 
whWcumſtances and Aggravations ? And ought not 
Ho alſo for ſome Days before hand, to ſequeſter |} 
| hingſelf from all' worldly Buſineſs whatſoever, and 
wal ſpend his Time only in Prayer, Meditation, 
com ding, and ſuch like Acts of Devotion. 

iy a bat honeſt and lawful Buſineſs is never to be. 

| honed as an Hindrance from the Holy Commu- 

ch , I have ſhewn in my former Diſcourſe. And 

as ti the reſt of what is here urged, I anſwer, that 


h al a {irict and particular Examination of our 


a maß ſcience is undoubtedly ſometimes the Duty of 
Soub y Man; for except we thus. ſearch and try our 
"at s; that we may clearly diſcern wherein we have 
e kee aſtray, we ſhall not be able to rn again ro 
5 u ord, as we ought to do, Lam. 3. 40. Nor do 
n; ank chat any time can be more proper and con- 
ng oent for this, than when we are about to ap- 
| Arch unto God's Table. Thar ſome ſuitable 


Mater, and proper Meditations alſo, ought to be 
e con upon ſuch an Occaſion as this (as indeed upon 
ne ary particular Occaſion whatſoever, that is of 


ou 


Wconſiderable moment) every Man's own Rea- 
muſt tell him is a Part of his Chriſtian Duty. 


Is chat every time he receives the Holy Commu- 
receſs he ſhould thus nicely examine himſelf, if 
ſhoul be not ſome other particular Reaſon for it; 
lei : And 


tion, more than at other Seaſons ; is what I of 


and Meditation, which ſome do require by "i 


urxapt even for their ordinary Devotions for (lM 
time alter they have received the Holy Com 


(42) 
And that fo much Time extraordinary ſhould; 
ways beforehand be ſpent in Prayer and Medifh 


7 
: 


find no Argument, either from Reaſon or Sai 
ture, to prove neceſſary. It is beyond diſpute, tf 
the Primitive Chriſtians did every Lord's Day 
not oftner) receive the Holy Communion : Andi 
they had thought themſelves obliged to ſpend 
much Time always in particular Preparation i 
ſome Men ſeem to think neceſſary; it would ſc 
| have been poſſible for them to have had ſuffica 
Leiſure from their Devotions, to have follon 
the Buſineſs of their Callings, to get a Livelihd 
for themſelves and their Families: And ti 
extraordinary long Exerciſes of Prayer, Read 


of Preparation to this Ordinance ; as they doi 
fright and keep away many from it, who find 
they are not well able to go through with tha 
So is the Performance of them ſuch a rirefome 1 
to others, that it often makes them heavy 1M 


nion. And therefore for the Readers better 
tisfaction and Direction, I have at the End of i 
Diſcourſe ſet down a few ſhort Rules how WW 
ought always to prepare our ſelves for the 
- id 3 nd = 

I come now to the laſt Thing propoſed t9M 
touched on: Namely, how we onght to bebl 
our ſelves both at and after the Holy Comm 
on ? In which the very Nature and Deſig"i 
the Ordinance it ſelf will be a moſt plain MM 


( 


Ls 

* 

8 
Ye 

9 +5 Hf 
1 
4 7 
"= 


9 az ) 


1d Ir Direction to us. For ſince the Intent of it is 
only a ſolemn and perpetual Commemoration 
= he Death of Chriſt ; but alſo the Communi- 
a 


tor Participation of the Merits of his Paſſion (as 
wave already ſhewn) it will follow, firſt, that 


Jay nis Office, we ought to behave our ſelves with 
Andi ble Seriouſneſs, Attention, and Reverence. 
ent n ſecondly, that after it, we ought to return 
tion t humble Thanks to Almighty God, for the 
d (cor Benefit which he is pleaſed to vouchſafe un- 
thc by it. For our more particular Direction. 


rein, I have to this Diſcourſe ſubjoined ſome 


ella Rules, Prayers and Meditations, which I take 
1 WW: proper to the Occafion, and I hope may 
care uſctul to thoſe of an ordinary Capacity; for 
bY em this ſmall Work is chiefly defigned. T0 
y dof ch therefore I refer the Reader, without al. 
_— bere any more upon this Point, 

tn 3 
2 7 | FR Rules for 3 for = Holy Com- 
0 


BB: union, and Behaviour both at t after 
Wt: ; with ſhort Prayers and Meditations 
Fa uitable to that Occaſion, 


of general Preparation. 


2 Ir that would maintain and keep himſelf 3 in 
ed 108 2 conſtant general Preparation for the Holy 
wunion; ſo as always to be fir, upon the ſhort- 
ommiN otice, to partake of it (which certainly every 
Wiltian ovght ever to endeavour after) mult be 
ful | in the Obſervation of theſe following 1 
1. He 


RYE O07 rr 


J' For which End and Purpoſe I recommend ii 


the very Minute that he firſt awakened from Sl 


C2 7 

1. He muſt be diligent in his Endeavour if 
know and underſtand all the ſeveral Parts 
Branches of his Duty to God, to all other Men, 
to himſelf. For which End he muſt be carefilf 
| make the beſt uſe he can of all thoſe Mean 
Inſtruction and Knowledge which God has put 
to his Power: Such as reading the Holy Sl 
tures and other good Books, or hearing t 
read; attending upon the publick Offices i 
Preaching, Catechiſing, and the like, Prov. 4 
N. 39. 2 ln. 3. 15, Job. 13. 17. 
2. He muſt upon all Occaſions, be induftif 
and zealous in the avoiding of every Sin, and i 
Practice and Performance of every Duty, ace 
ing to his Ability and Opportunity for the ſal 
LT. 2. II, 12, 13, 14. Mat. 7. 21. Luk, 12. 48 
3. He muſt very often think and meditate 
on his Ways, and all his particular Practices; if 
examine, whether or no they are agreeable to 
Rules of his Duty: That whereſoever he finds 
has been deficient or done amiſs, he may take MW 
better care to rectify and amend it for the Tim 
come, Pal. 4. 4. and 119. 59. Lam. 3. 40. 


following, eaſy, but very profitable Task; wii 
I would have every Man conſtantly to impoſe if 
on himſelf, Namely, two or three Times in 
Courſe of each Day to carry his Thoughts ba 
and ſeriouſly to conſider what he has that Dif 
been doing, and how he has ſpent his Time i 


As for Example, When firlt I awaked, did I ti 
upon God, and recommend my felf to bis Ami 


2 —̃ ³ 


T "T9 
are and Protection? Or did not worldly, or 
ay be ſinful. Thoughts firſt take Poſſeſſion of 

Heart? Again, I was lately in ſuch or fuch 


ours tl 
ts 
len, 


urefilf@mpany : Bow, and after what Manner, did 1 
lea bave my ſelf? Were all my Words and Actions 
put ocent, modelt and decent? Did I give no Of- 


y Sele to God, or Scandal to the World, by any 
g U ing which there I either ſaid or did? Oc. Such || 
eltions as theſe, if we would conſtantly and ſe- 


Tices 
v. 4 fly put home to out Conſciences, while Things 
Wain freſh in our Memories; it is evident what a 

luſtifMehty Influence it would have upon us, to re- 
and Win us from Evil, and excite us to do that which 
ac ood. - 8 . f CE 
e (nfl O particular Preparation. 
2. . Whenever Notice is given of the Celebrati- 
tate WM of the Holy Communion, let every ſincere 
es: devout Chriſtian immediately reſolve by no | 
> to ans to miſs that Opportunity of Commemora- 
and the Sufferings, and Communicating in the 
rits of his bleſſed Lord and Saviour. | | | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


- 
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ake We Ms 
fim. And in the midſt of all his Buſineſs (in the 

), Ian Time) let him very often call to Mind, that 
end h a Day he muſt not be abſent from God's Holy 

; wife; and therefore muſt be very careful not to | 
ole any Thing, which may render him unfit for it. 
: in g: At ſome Seaſons it is very neceſſary that eve- 
- bi an ſhould ſet a little Time apart for the more 


e and particular Examination of his Conſci- 
ne e: For which End and Purpoſe I earneſtly re- 
n Sg mend that Catalogue of Sins which is drawn 
th at the End of that excellent Book, The whole 
Alma of Man, which I would have every Man very 
I 5 diltinctly 
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diſtinctly to go over; and upon every Particuf 
to recolle& his Actions, and ask his Conſcien ny 
Have I been guilty of this? 1 


= have all Men at all Times Leifure enough 


ſome previous Examination of himſelf. Fo 8 
more eaſy and regular Performance of which 
would have it remembred, | 
of a Chiiltian is reducible to theſe three 11: 
Mat, 22. 37, c. I 


Holy Communion, I would have him, before 


(46) 


"Y 5 
i 
i 


4. But where a Man very often receives 
Communion, and never miſſes any Opportuni 
for it; I do not conceive that ſuch a particu 
Examination is every Time abſolutely neceſſan 


But however, ordinarily, I think, no Ml 
9 to receive the Holy Communion with: 


that the whole Dil 


1. To love God in the higheſt Deg re. 9 
2. Sincerely (and not comuptly or {ſenſual 
to love himſelf. 
3. To love every Man with the ſame Sor ; 
Love, (tho not in the ſame Degree) ai 
loves himſelf. G 
5. Every Time, then, that a Man receives 


ſeriouſly to put, at leaſt, theſe three Queltions hal 
to his Conſcience. : 
I. Do I really and truly love God above ö 
Things? And do I effectually ſhew this 
Love by a due Honour and ReſpeCt to i 
in all my Thoughts, Words and Actions? 
2. Have I a ſincere and upright Love for 
ſelf > That is, do I love my Soul, better 

my Body ? And am I more heartily 
cerned to ſecure my everlalting Har 


— rr 


. 
rticaſ in the World to come, than to compaſs my 
ſcienfW Pleaſure or Profit in this Life? 
J. Have I a real and ſincere Love for all Man- 
es kind without Exception? And dol effectually 


tun ſhew this my Love by hurting no Man, by 
tic Word or Deed, (where I can poſſibly avoid 
eſſanß it) and by being ready to do good to every 
veb i Man whatſoever, in all Ways, and upon all 
o M8 Occaſions, wherever I have Ability and Op- 

wit portunity ? 1 OW 


For nd if theſe three Queſtions are but ſer:ou/ly 
/hick{Mitated upon for a little Time ; there is ſcarce any 
le Dl that a Man has been guilty of, but they will 
He t it out to him. : „ 
. When a Man by the Examination of his 
ſcience, has ſet his Sins full in his View; then 
Shim inſert into his ordinary Devotions, this 
dme ſuch like Confeſſion of them to God. 


nſual 


Son % on oo 
) 4 oft gracious God ! Ithy unworthy Creature, 
here humbly acknowledge my Sins before thee. 


ives * befides thoſe which I have now recollected, I 
oreW:o: hut own that Ilie under the Guilt of many 


ns he Tranſgreſſions; although J am not able to re- 
t orremember them. Nor can I deny but that I 
boy e committed many Sins even contrary to the Moti- 
this! 
to! 


ons? Never ity of thy Wrath and Indignation againſt me. 


fo! WF Lord, 1 fy unto thee for Mercy. For the Sake of | 
tte 7eſus our moſt bleſſed Redeemer, be merciful 
ily ne in the Pardon of all my Sins, known and un- 
lap And ſo guide and aſſiſi ne by thy good Grace, 


that 


lof thy Grace, and the Light and Convition of my | 
Conſcience. And therefore do moſt juſtly deſerve || 
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(48) 


It 
N. 
* 


that for the Time to come, Imay be duly careful iii 
ſtain from every evil Thing ; may grow in Gif 
and be z8alous of Good Works; and maintain af 
ſcience void of Offence, towards God, and tou 


Men;throughthe ſame Feſus Chriſt our Lord fi k 


To which let him add this ſhort Prayer, 


N /TO/ merciful God, who haſt given thine i 
LV K Son Fe/us Chriſt to die for our Sins: ON 


me thy Grace, 1 humbly beſeech thee, that I n 


ver be unmindful, but always trulythankful for 1 


ine ſtimable Benefit vouchſafed unto me by his] a 
and Suffering. And fo fir and prepare me, OI 


by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, that bath a 


and all other Times, I may be rightly qualified 10 


memorate the Paſſion of my Bleſſed Redeemer, in 

Holy Ordinance which he has appointed; and 
thereby effectually to partake of that Redentfif 

which he has wrought for all Mankind. Tpi 
the ſame Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. : 


Of Behaviour at and after the Holy Communi® 


I. At the Holy Communion, and at all i 
Times in the Worſhip of God, let every 
Itrive as much as he can, to keep his Mind in 
and fixt upon what he is about; and to lay 
not only all wicked Thoughts, but alſo, all 
as are impertinent to the preſent Buſineſs. 
2, Let him alſo take care to behave hin 
with that outward Decency and Compoſed! 
as may be a ſufficient Token of that inward Ui 
tion and Reverence, which he bears in his Hal 


wii 


— * — _ 3 7! 
——o——— CS —— „ 


g =" TO) - 
Whout gazing about, or any way unneceſſarily 
ring his Body, or whiſpering to any one that 

ear him, or the like. era 


. 9 


We join with the Miniſter and Congregation, 


W with his Tongue too, where the Liturgy 
Wires that any Thing ſhould be ſpoken aloud 


"_ the People; as in the Reſponſes, the Con- 
[ ma Won, the Lord's Prayer, and the Doxology. 
12 . But let him take care likewiſe to avoid all 
„ver of Affectation; and not to behave himſelf 


Ich a manner, as if he had a mind to he taken 
Nee of for a Perſon of extraordinary Devoti- 
For which Reaſon, whatever private Prayers 


. | editations he may have to offer to God ; | 
711 im put them up in his Thoughts alone, and 


ot his Voice be heard, but when the publick 

PJJyVy ĩ 5 
W. When he has received the Bread, let him 
W up this, or fome ſuch ſhort Ejaculation to 


all oy Saviour, who was crucified for me, I may eſcape 
ery 740 Sufferings, and be made Partaker of ever- 

ind i Gry. F 

lay ad when he has received the Cup, let him in 

7 = Go 
Neracious God! Grant that by the ſhedding of 


bin od of thy dear Son, I may obtain the Remiſſion 
ooſed 1 Sins. „ 5 

rd D While the Bread and Wine are diſtributing 
is Hag; 


Fe reſt of the Congregation, let him ente— 


z. While the Service is performing, let him al! 


his Heart and Thoughts lifted up to God ; | 


Wo cood God ! Grant that by the Sufferings of my | 


and let him ſtedſaſtiy purpoſe ever hereafter 


—— — 


(6305 
tajn himſelf with ſuch Sort of Meditations a 
Prayers as theſe. ©. UDO. ee 
1. Let him again bethink himſelf, what th 
Sins ate ro which he has been molt inclined : / 
let him, in the Preſence ot God, ſeriouily and tis 
filtly renew his Reſolutions of being careful! 

abltain from them for the Time to comm. 
2. Let him alſo conſider what Opportunities 
ordinarily has for the doing of any good Work 


—— —·—— ů ——— ů —yͤ—- —-— 


be diligent in making uſe of them. 
D 3. And let him hereunto add the following (ll 

rayer,. 7 Os e 
| i Erciful God, affiſt me with thy Grace and! | 
 Iy Spirit, that I may always keep thoſe li 
and Pod) Reſolutions which thou haſt enabled mf 
make; that I may never return to any of my fort 
Sins But ever hereafter ſerve thee faithfully in 
conſiant Practice of Vertue and Religion, thin 


_ 


Fefus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
4. And here let him expreſs his Charity, 
putting up a Prayer for all Mankind in this 
Ec oe, RE 
F Ord, if it be thy gracivus Will, extend thy Ml 
IL and Compaſſion unto all Mankind, Inligh 
the Minds of thoſe that are ignorant; and mov'Mi 
Wills of thoſe that are obſtinate ; that they may all 
cerve thy holy Truth, and carefully live in the 
ice of it, Pardon all my Enemies, O Lord, "fi 
brings them, and all of us all the World over, rf 
Renentance, that we may all live Holily and rig 


ouſly here, and may in the End be 90 with! 


hereafier, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Are , 
| * 4 * | 5. | 


(91) 


ns . And then let hum entertain himſelf with 
Ning and meditating upon ſome ſelect Portions 
t tha the Holy Scripture, until ſuch Time as the Mini- 


1: Mis ready to proceed with the publick Office, I 


nd d not here tranſcribe any particular Texts, | 
will leave every Man to make choice of fuch 


re ful! 
Wire moſt agreeable to him. Only if he be at a 


ties. let him read the hundred and nineteenth | 
Won eim, where he ſhall eaſily find proper Matter 


after Wugh to employ his devouteſt Thoughts upon 


> Occahon. 


Ji 1 

. Jon diſmiſſed; let him depart to his Home or 
and ce of Abode And as ſoon as he has a conveni- 
ſe Opportunity of retiring into ſome private 

d ce: Let him firſt look back and conſider, whe- 


or no, in the Performance of this Holy Office 


Ly in ich he has fo lately been at; he has bebaved 2 
rhrongſelf in all Things as he ought: to have done, 
if he finds that he has been any way ſhort, or 
rity, Mective therein, let him zꝗſolve io take better 
this Ne for the Time to come. 8 


4. é[“ = 

lic" Ord 1 deſire to return ) maſt humble and heerry 
9s Thank 10 be fe alltby Bleſunę t loth ſpiritual 
ayel temporal, which thou haſt vouchfafed to me. At 
heine particularly, Iprai ſe and bleſs thy holy Name 
rd, 20: Opportunity which thou haſt 41 60 given me 


ton gonmmemorating the Death and Paſſion of my ble ſſed 
dec mer, and alfo of partaſting of his Merits, in the 
riicipation of that holy Ordinance which he has ap- 


\ men| | 
5. which 


;. When the Service is ended and the Congre- | 


In then er tim conlde ih his er the 


nted. Lord pardon all ihe Weakneſſes and D efe os 


_ \ 4 * 15 av 
— ů ů *˙ . 4 
2% 


- 4 8. 
mW tobich [ have been guilty of, in the Performany 
that great Duty : And affift me with thy Gra 
it. beſeech thee, that in the whole Courſe of my Lit 
þ j may ever be careful to fulfil and perform thoſe, 
and Reſolutions which I have made to thee, thru 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
8. And laſt of all, let him never, as long al 
| 197 lives, be forgetful of what he has thought, 
and done, both before and at the Holy Commuii 
But let the Remembrance of it be a conſtant 
18 ſtraint upon him from all manner of Wickedne 
and let him upon the aſſault of any Temptat 
thus bethink bim fel. l 
At ſuch a Iime I received tbe Holy Commun 
and ihenlT ſeriouſly reſolved; and ſolemnly prom) 
zo Almighty God, that I would heartily endeavou 
ell Points tolive like a Chriſtian. Shall I then upon. 
Account cheat lie, curſe, ſwear, talk profane) 
WW obſcenely, or the like £ No] God forbid. I have en 
Seed my ſelf to God to be another Sort of a Man: 
| whatcanlexpettbutWrath andlidignation from 
F knowingly and wil fully I. fhould violate thoſe Pri 
ſes which [ ſo tetiberately and fledfaſily made tov 
J OS TW. 
Books ſold by R. Owen, Bookſeller, in Skinner-Rov. 
A N Eflay towards making the Knowledge of Reli 
eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. Price 2 s. a dozen. 
Some ſhort and plain Directions for the ſpending one if 
well, At 12 d. a dozen. ad IL 
Short and plain Directions for all that go to Service. 4, 
a 8 dozen, e VVV 
Plain laſtructions for the Young. and Ignorant, Compi 
in a ſhor and eaſy Expoſition of the Church Catch 
eee 
| ame Atzlnor, and Very pro | J 
by ſuch or are harinbty inclined, | 
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